
IB 716May 20, 1987

right, folks. And Ed Jaksha comes up and testifies and s a ys,
well, then maybe I' ve committed a felony, unintentionally, maybe
I'm guilty of a felony according to what the Secretary of State

said he testified before the Government, Military and Veterans
Affairs Committee that h e may have committed a felonious act.
According to what the Secretary o f Stat e sa i d and testified
before the Go vernment, Military Affairs Committee, 15,000,
roughly. people committed felonious acts. You know what kind of
reasons they were given? Bec ause they u sed t heir i nitials,
because they used initials for the first name, because they only
used initials when they signed the thing, because they only used
the middle initial when they signed it and not when they printed
it, because there wa s no date, because the dates were out of
order, because the date after the petition or before a p et ition
filed, because there was no add ress, they used a P.O. box,
because there was no city, there is a discrepancy in the n ame,
they might h ave used a nickname, because they si gned it
Mrs. John Doe, and those people are guilty of felonies according
to our law. And I read that in the newspaper. And if there was
one reason I introduced this bill it is bec ause I rea d the
newspaper, no other rea son. I'm beg inning to rethink that,
whether or not I should discontinue reading the newspaper or not
that is. But a lot of you f o lks do n't rea lize t hat I'm a
product of t he pet ition p rocess. I was in kind of a crazy
general election where I had to petition onto the ba llot, an d
for some of you, you may think that that is good enough reason
to change the petition laws, only to make it a little tougher I
guess. But the re is a problem out there. What has happened,
because of the lottery petition, is we have, in essence, stopped
folks from having the right to petition their government or to
use the ref erendum p ro cess. Y ou a r e not going to see anyone
take up a referendum or a petition process until there has been
some determination from the Supreme Court, period. It is not
going t o h app en . People are go ing to be afraid to
(a) circulate, and (b) sign any petition put before them because
it is c lear t hat nobody really understands the law that well.
We had city c lerks, election commissioners testify. They
disagreed on wh a t t he law act ually m eant, what a bond ed
circulator was, who could sign, how they had to sign, how t h ey
had verified petitions in the past versus how they were verified
with the lottery petition drive. There is a problem out there.
And if we do as Senator Chambers would like to do, and kill the
bill, that is fin e, but the problem doesn't go away. What if
the Supreme Court ruled that two weeks from no w and said the
laws are unconstitutional? It is very likely there could be a
special session to change that if they wanted to pull one of the
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